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					ASSOCIAZIONE CULTURALE
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				Behind the Scenes

				The project The Seasons of Music was created with the aim of sharing the rich cultural and artistic heritage of Montecatini Terme, a town in the heart of Tuscany, through a cinematographic sequel made up of emotional images. 

				Four timeless and borderless short films, each with its own identity, but all with something in common: Music and Beauty. 

				We want to tell you what goes on behind the scenes, what we do not often take into consideration while viewing the final result. It is usual, but part of the magic. However, when we get carried away with emotions, it is also because there are people who create this magic, bit after bit.

				What you do not see in a film is the exhausting waiting time for the preparation of scenes and rehearsals. Sometimes photographers give us backstage shots with a radically different perspective and the magic of an atmosphere turns into astonishment and curiosity.

				Enjoy the following images taken from a different point of view, the one of the people who work behind the scenes, the film makers.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				The Fine Arts 

				Value, Beauty

				and Universality

				Arts improve man's life, nourish him, giving him shelter from unfavourable events. Arts are diverse, but all imply a uniform whole of characteristics: they all aspire to Beauty, which is long lasting, rich in a universal language speaking to the heart, distances and boundaries being removed.

				Our journey begins at one of the town’s main buildings, the Tettuccio Spa, founded in 1370. The name Tettuccio comes from the small wooden roof initially built to cover the spring. Grand Duke Leopold built the current thermal structure, similar to a temple, in order to reaffirm the sacredness and essential value of this water with its precious regenerating properties.
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				Ekaterina Valiulina

				Born in a small Siberian town, Ekaterina started playing the violin at the age of five. After moving to Moscow, she enrolled at the Tchaikovsky Academy of Music where the famous violinist Sergei Krylov noticed her talent and launched her international career. 

				Ekaterina recently appeared in the documentary The Future of Memory, produced by the Swiss

				Italian Television. She performed

				in a concert in Cremona with Antonio Stradivari's famous “Vesuvio” violin. 

				Equally valuable is the instrument

				that Ekaterina Valiulina plays

				in Montecatini: a magnificent and

				extremely rare J. B. Schweitzer

				violin, Budapest 1810.
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				Dance

				The Mother

				of the Arts

				“Why do I paint dance? The movement of people and things comforts us. If the tree leaves did not move, the trees would be infinitely sad and their sadness would be our own sadness” - Edgar Degas

				It is not by chance that we use the words by the painter of ballerinas to introduce the Art of Dance. Degas was fascinated by the world that took place behind the scenes: genuine images, spontaneous and natural gestures. His works look like photographs taken to capture one of a thousand moments.

				In a town created on the trace of its waters, the presence of a beautiful nymph with light, fluttering robes performing graceful dance steps before vanishing into the bubbling waters of the Tettuccio spring could not be missed. 
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				Giulia Paganelli

				After attending the Ballet School at The Teatro alla Scala, Giulia has become a member of the Scala Academy directed by Makhar Vaziev since 2011. She featured in the season productions and numerous tours both in Italy and abroad. In 2013 she joined the Estonian National Ballet in Tallinn as a soloist under the direction of Thomas Edur. Since that moment on she began working with the great names in the world of dance.
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				Painting and Sculpture

				From Chini to Mirò

				At the beginning of the 20th century Montecatini fully embraced Art Nouveau, one of the greatest exponents being Galileo Chini. He was a tireless creator of splendid wall frescoes, fountains, ceramics decorations and stained glass windows in the thermal town. The abundance of art treasures in Montecatini is one of the many reasons why the name of this Tuscan town has resounded throughout the world along time. And among the magnificent buildings of the time how cannot we but show the charming Terme Tamerici or the imposing Town Hall, presently housing the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art on the ground floor?

			

		

		
			
				Galileo Chini

				The Classical Spring - 1914

				“While I was devoting myself to this work, I thought of the flowering loggias in Italian cities, of the gardens of our country, of the immense garden of the world, of the sun that brightens and enlivens, of art, of the spiritual spring that eternally reappears....” - Galileo Chini

			

		

		
			
				Joan Mirò

				Woman Surrounded by a Flight of Birds - 1980

				“Con todo corazón” - Joan Mirò. This is what the artist wrote on the back of the very large canvas, completed in June 1980 and donated by the Master of Surrealism to the town of Montecatini Terme.
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				Music

				A Feeling

				that Transcends the Acoustics of Sound

				Since the nineteenth century all the greatest Italian opera composers have chosen to

				spend some time in Montecatini Terme to recover at the famous Baths and find inspiration. Giuseppe Verdi was a loyal guest of the town and its thermal waters, “the factory of youth”, as he called them, where he returned every summer for more than twenty years from 1882. Here he found inspiration for the third act of Otello and the orchestration of Falstaff. Montecatini owes a lot of its reputation to Giuseppe Verdi, but not only to him.

				Gioacchino Rossini attended the Baths

				assiduously, hoping to solve the disorderliness

				of his well-known appetite with the healing power of thermal waters. At the Locanda Maggiore, where he used to stay, his music room is still preserved today.

				Giacomo Puccini, the most renowned composer at the time, often travelled from Versilia to Montecatini Terme, driving his De Dion-Bouton. Here he composed La Fanciulla del West and he wrote La Bohème nearby. In addition, there were those who made the town their second home, such as Ruggero Leoncavallo, who

				moved here permanently in 1913.

				The second video clip is dedicated to him.
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				Nicola Mugnaini

				He began studying as a baritone, not because of his type of voice but for a mistake made by his teachers. Indeed, his voice is full-bodied, dark and dramatic as a tenor. He is linked to the great opera school of Del Monaco, Corelli and Di Stefano.

				Nicola is charismatic and endowed with an immense expressive power. He seems to be able to act while singing, thanks to the whirlwind of emotions he communicates. 

				In the second video clip we can hear him in an excellent

				interpretation of Vesti la giubba.

				Laura

				Pasqualetti

				Laura is the winner of numerous

				international piano competitions. She has often been a guest at important festivals as a soloist in various chamber ensembles, but above all as a “repetiteur” in opera and theatre productions.

				Among these the most significant was her collaboration in 2005 with Maestro Riccardo Muti in the staging of three unpublished 18th century Neapolitan operas, which premiered at the Ravenna Festival and then at the Whitsun Festival in Salzburg.
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				Giacomo Puccini

				The Meetings in Montecatini Terme

				Puccini is the ambassador of the Italian

				opera in the world. He considered Montecatini

				Terme to be an ideal place for art and work meetings. At the Tettuccio he loved meeting Arturo Toscanini together with masters such as Mascagni, his schoolmate, but also the great Enrico Caruso. On the contrary, he carefully avoided meeting Leoncavallo or “Leonbestia”, as he called him with heavy irony, because of a conflict arising from a challenge while writing La Bohème.

				Puccini's contacts with Montecatini's artistic environment intensified in 1917 when he met Forzano, the town’s secretary son, who gave him the libretto for Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi. 

				The aria O mio babbino caro was chosen to open The Seasons of Music. It is taken from the latter opera, performed by the young and talented Francesca Maionchi, a rising star in the international opera scene. She has already toured with the world renowned tenor Andrea Bocelli.
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				Beatrice

				Venezi

				Who else but an amazing conductor from Lucca could introduce Puccini?

				Beatrice Venezi is always at the forefront in spreading opera in an accessible appealing way and helping young people to discover classical music.

				Beatrice Venezi is the youngest conductor in the world and one of the few female ones. Thanks to her professionalism and ability to be innovative, as well as being a champion of femininity and Italianism, she was included by Forbes in the 2018 list of the 100 young Under 30 leaders of the future.
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				Alberto Profeta

				The soundtrack of the third video clip is one of the most famous arias in the world opera, taken from the third act of Tosca by Giacomo Puccini: E lucevan le stelle. It is sung by the tenor Alberto Profeta.

				“Boy, you'll go far!” said Luciano Pavarotti, after hearing him at the “Teatro della Fortuna” in the city of Fano.

				Born into the arts, grandmother soprano, father, sister and brother singers, mother pianist, he began his prestigious career at the reopening in 1998 of the Teatro Massimo in Palermo, playing the role of Radames in Aida. The opera was then performed at the Opera House in Cairo. Since then he has performed on the stages of some of the most important theatres in the world.

			

		

		
			
				Open-Air

				Museum

				Among the many invaluable and evocative buildings the city offers, the Excelsior Spa is a true architectural jewel. Originally housing the City Casino, the building is accessed through an elegant triangular garden with a Swan Fountain and a large Renaissance-style loggia.
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				Cinema

				The Seventh Art

				As long as Cinema has existed, it has always been bound to music, even on the days of silent films. A group of instruments or at least a piano played even in the very first screenings. In the Roaring Twenties a famous couple at the time, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford, were the first to visit the renowned “Ville d'eaux”, followed later by many stars from Hollywood, including Audrey Hepburn and Sophia Loren. There is a long list of celebrities, but also of directors, who have chosen Montecatini Terme as a great filming location. 

				On two occasions we have mentioned great films of the past. Film lovers will certainly not miss the reference to Charlie Chaplin in the finale of Vesti la giubba or to Breakfast at Tiffany's and To Catch a Thief in the fourth video clip.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Zarina Altynbayeva

				The protagonist of the latest video is the principal soloist of the Abai Kazakh State Opera and Ballet Theatre in Almaty. In this video you are about to hear the notes of the famous aria from Adriana Lecouvreur by Francesco Cilea.

				Zarina is a very charming, charismatic and beloved opera “diva” internationally. Her concerts and videos are heard and watched by millions of people.

				She truly deserves her success.
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				Montecatini Alto

				Through the

				Ancient Streets

				“Here are the most splendid views I have ever seen”

				Giuseppe Verdi

				The origins of Montecatini are ancient; the oldest site is Montecatini Alto, lying on the gentle hillside overlooking the entire Valdinievole Valley.

				Already in the Middle Ages, Montecatini Castello, nowadays known as Montecatini Alto, was

				renowned.

				After passing through the main square of Montecatini Alto, a small uphill road leads to the Rocca or fortress, for the last shot. 

			

		

	
		
			
				 The story behind the scenes ends here. However, our emotional journey through Art and Beauty continues. Nowadays everything moves fast and is temporary. Nevertheless, there is a world of treasures to discover, a world that survives against the flowing of time. And then let yourself go to The Seasons of Music, our reverent homage to Beauty where the main protagonist is Music. Places and characters are suspended between dream and reality. They will stay in your heart forever.
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				With the contribution of:

				Comune di

				Montecatini Terme

				 

				Under the patronage of:

				 

				Thanks to:

				Terme di Montecatini S.P.A.

				Dr. Maurizio Carrara

				 

				www.montecatinioperafestival.it
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